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commodation for boarders, by tak- 
ing an adjoining house, for which 
he pays a rent of forty pounds per 
annum, besides which he ha' erect- 
ed a spacious school-room, adjoin- 
ing to the original school-house. 
The two houses are now capable of 
accommodating nearly an hundred 
boarders. The number at present 
consists of fifiy-.six, in addition to 
which he has twelve day -scholars. 
He has three resident assistants, be- 
sides masters for French, writing 
and dancing, who attend the school. 
The terms of board and tuition are 
not stated in the return made to us 
of this school ; which is at present 
one of the largest and most repu- 
table endowed classical seminaries 
in the South of Ireland. 
Rathfarnham. 
Richard Wetheral, by will, dated 
24th of April, 175?, devised certain 
lands, &c. for the purpose of build- 
ing a school- house for a grammar- 
school at Rathfarnham, near Dub- 
lin, and paying a salary to a school- 
master. This charity has never 
been carried into effect. A suit was 
instituted in 1788 for the proper 
application of this bequest ; why it 
has failed, or was discontinued, we 
have not been able to ascertain. 

W. Armagh. (l s.) 

Jas. Killalla. (l.s.) 

Isaac Corkv. (l.s ) 

Thos. Elhington, Provost (l s ) 
Jas. Whitelaw. (l.s.) 

R. L. Edgewouth. (l s.) 

J. Leslie Foster. (l s ) 

(A Correct Copy.) 
J. Corneille, Secy. 

Dublin, March 9th, 1 S 1 2. 



For the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 

OBSERVATIONS ADDRESSED TO LIBER- 
TINES. 

I BEHELD the libertine, with un- 
blushing effrontery raise, as it 



were, the "atheist-laugh," at the 
mention of subjects the most impor- 
tant that can possibly engage the 
mind of man ; and with a kind of 
fancied triumph, as if confident of 
being secure from the stroke of 
mortality, mock at the serious views 
truth gives of the approach of death. 
I was shocked at the scene, and was 
inclined mentally thus to address 
beings of this class, " How little 
you know of yourselves, and of the 
situation in which you stand. You vain*- 
ly imagine you are wise; but, alas! 
your language and conduct manifest 
the most profound ignorance, and. 
dispositions, hardened almost beyond 
hope of amendment, amounting, in 
my opinion, to little less than bid- 
ding defiance even to Omnipotence 
itseFf ! The disregard of those subr 
jects which are now made the sport 
of your ridicule, may one day, and 
that ere long, prove your insup- 
portable burden. When sickness 
assails, and death in prospect ap- 
pears, you are, notwithstanding your 
boasted bravery, among the first to 
tremble at his approach. With all 
the horrors or an awakened consci- 
ence (hitherto overlooked amidst the 
giddy round of sinful indulgences,) 
recollection dwells on past scenes, 
and with dread alarm is viewed the 
termination of your guilty pleasures. 
That peace, known only to the good 
and wise, is hid from your view, 
and without one ray to gild the 
melancholy gloom, you end your 
miserable career. Libertines, en- 
feebled in body and mind by the 
effects of intemperance, often end 
their career as miserable votaries of 
superstition.'* 

Having an occasion lately of ob- 
serving the daring levity of some 
of these votaries of profanity and 
dissipation, I mourned over their 
fully, and turning aside, penned the 
foregoing. It may probably meet 
the eye of some for whom it is is;- 
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tended. May they view the picture 
in all its colourings, and ppiider, 
finely ponder on the pa' h they are 
pursuing Now, the important now, 
is the proper time, for reflection. 
The moment for improvement will 
soon be passed over; and surely the 
conclusion of a life, whether spent 
in habitual excess at the board of 
intemperance, or suffered to rr-vel 
" round in pleasure's ring," cannot 
be expected to be attended with any 
very pleasing prospect 

Some may be affended at the 
word "atheist," and such like terms, 
being applied. They may be so : 
I aiii satisfied But in my view of 
the subject, characters such as I 
have alluded to, (and many such I 
fear there are), are practical athe- 
ists ; and notwithstanding the cloak 
of sound belief some of them are 
assuming, they are fast pursuing 
the track of the most dangerous 
kin.: of infidelity. N.S. 



For the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 

TN the course of my reading, I have 
■•■been lately perusing, " A View 
of the Natural, Political and Commer- 
cial Circumstances of Ireland, by 
Thomas Neivenfaam,Esq."— London, 
printed fur Cadell and Davies, 1809. 
In this book I found many observations 
•which very highly interested me. Yet 
as I hold it necessary, in reading, not 
implicitly to adopt without discri- 
mination, I ventured to dissent from 
some of his propositions, especially 
those relating to bounties on agricul- 
ture, which he strongly recom- 
mends. I think agriculture, like 
manufactures, should be permitted 
to find its own level without boun- 
ties, and also without injurious re- 
strictions on the part of the legisla- 
ture. On this ground, I object to 
bounties, and I am more inclined to 
notice this subject, because a writer 



in your last magazine, in an article 
signed ¥., seems partial to the plan 
of encouraging agriculture, and I 
thought rather hinted at a system of 
bounties. If F. only meaut to ob- 
ject to all unnecessary restrictions 
on agriculture, and in particular to 
the heavy, oppressive and impolitic 
burden of tithes, I a^ree most fully 
wiih him, that the cultivator of the 
ground should b« exempted from, 
their banetul operation. 

But mv present business is, to enr 
deavour to turn attention to this va- 
luable book, in which they v. ha 
read for instruction, anil to acquire 
substantial knowledge, will find 
much to repay them for the time 
employed in reading it I especially 
refer to the sections " on the origin, 
and progress of religious enmity in 
Ireland,* in which, with a bold and 
impartial pen, the writer ventures 
to reprehend the reciprocal errors 
of Catholics imd Protestants in Ire- 
land, and points out, in what re- 
spects both partus have been tot 
blame in the aggression of former 
days. I recommend the chapters on. 
those subjects to the perusal of every 
sincere friend to his country, espe- 
cially to those who think that an in- 
trepid examination of former errors, 
i? the best way to get rid of them, 
and that thus former errors may be 
useful as beacons to warn against 
similar errors in future. 1 likewise 
recommend to attentive perusal, an 
interesting letter given in the ap- 
pendix, from a Roman Catholic cler- 
gyman, in the diocese of Cork, in 
which many considerations relating 
to the pay and duties of the Calho^ 
lie clergy are clearly described, in 
a manner to convey much infor- 
mation to those not yet acquaint- 
ed with 'hose details. 

I conceive, that this book is very 
suitable for book societies. It is al- 
ready in the library of the Belfast 
Society for promoting knowledge. 



